Press Release
Become a member of Euro-BioImaging
Heidelberg, 27 March 2013 – Euro-BioImaging, the panEuropean open access research infrastructure for biological
and medical imaging technologies, invites leading European
imaging facilities to submit proposals to participate.
Applications to become a Euro-BioImaging node will be
reviewed by a board of independent international experts.
Successful facilities will be able to upgrade their capacity in
order to attract and serve transnational users, with funding
secured from agencies in the node’s host country, together with
the facility itself and Euro-BioImaging.
Cutting-edge and innovative imaging technologies are
revolutionising the life sciences. Recent developments enable
scientists to visualise and thereby better understand the
processes that govern life and disease in cells and organisms.
However, European life scientists often lack access to innovative
imaging technologies and this can slow down scientific
discoveries. Euro-BioImaging aims to fill this gap by creating a
network of geographically distributed but strongly interlinked
imaging facilities. Euro-BioImaging Nodes will provide open
access to advanced imaging technology for all European life
scientists.
“Access to cutting-edge imaging technologies is a growing
challenge for European scientists even though they are ready
to travel long distances to carry out experiments with the best
technology,” explains Jan Ellenberg, scientific coordinator of
the project at EMBL. “Euro-BioImaging will provide access
to the latest equipment, at a reasonable cost and distance.
This will be a unique advantage for the European life science
community – it will foster many new discoveries in biology
and medicine, and drive innovation of imaging technology.“
Shaping the future with a well-prepared plan
Euro-BioImaging’s preparatory phase is funded by the EU and
coordinated by EMBL in Heidelberg. Since 2010, the 39 EuroBioImaging partners from 15 different European countries have
prepared the technological, legal and governmental framework
to construct this new European research infrastructure. The
project is now in the last year of the planning phase: this 1st
call for nodes – open until 30 April 2013 – is the basis to start
construction.
Changing Europe’s imaging technology landscape
During its first two years, Euro-BioImaging has already had
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a significant impact on the European imaging infrastructure
landscape:
- Euro-BioImaging has driven the establishment of national
imaging communities in 20 European countries. Twelve of
these made imaging infrastructure a national priority.
- In 2012, Euro-BioImaging performed a successful test-run of
the future infrastructure, proving that open access to the latest
imaging technologies could lead to new discoveries in more
than 100 European research projects.
- The Euro-BioImaging Industry Board brings together, for
the first time, more than 50 leading companies in the field of
imaging technologies to strengthen Europe’s competitiveness in
developing and producing cutting-edge imaging technologies.
- Euro-BioImaging has established international partnerships
with the Australian and Indian national imaging infrastructure
organisations, globally promoting the concept of open access
to imaging technology.

For more information on Euro-BioImaging: http://www.eurobioimaging.eu/
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About EMBL
The European Molecular Biology Laboratory is a basic research institute funded by public research monies from 20 member states
(Austria, Belgium, Croatia, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Iceland, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands,
Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and the United Kingdom) and associate member state Australia. Research at EMBL is
conducted by approximately 85 independent groups covering the spectrum of molecular biology. The Laboratory has five units: the main
Laboratory in Heidelberg, and Outstations in Hinxton (the European Bioinformatics Institute), Grenoble, Hamburg, and Monterotondo
near Rome. The cornerstones of EMBL’s mission are: to perform basic research in molecular biology; to train scientists, students and
visitors at all levels; to offer vital services to scientists in the member states; to develop new instruments and methods in the life sciences
and to actively engage in technology transfer activities. Around 190 students are enrolled in EMBL’s International PhD programme.
Additionally, the Laboratory offers a platform for dialogue with the general public through various science communication activities
such as lecture series, visitor programmes and the dissemination of scientific achievements.
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