Press Release
Better imaging from bench to bedside
Pan-European project for open access to coordinated imaging infrastructures
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Euro-BioImaging will provide open access to state-of-the-art biological
imaging techniques like fluorescence microscopy, which produced this
snapshot of chromosomes (blue) being pulled apart in a dividing egg.

© University Medical Centre Mannheim,
Medical Faculty Mannheim.

Heidelberg, 1 December 2010 – From microscopy to
computer tomography (CT) scans, imaging plays an important
role in biological and biomedical research, but obtaining
high-quality images often requires advanced technology and
expertise, and can be costly. Euro-BioImaging, a project which
launches its preparatory phase today, aims to provide scientists
throughout Europe with open access to state-of-the-art imaging
technologies at all levels of biological and biomedical research,
from bench to bedside. The project is listed on the roadmap
of the European Strategy Forum on Research Infrastructures
(ESFRI). Its preparatory phase will be funded by the European
Commission.
During the 3-year preparatory phase that starts today,
Euro-BioImaging will develop a plan to construct and
operate a set of complementary and strongly interlinked
imaging infrastructure facilities. This plan will be based on
a comprehensive assessment of researchers’ needs in terms
of access, service, and training. Euro-BioImaging will also
establish the legal, governmental and financial framework for
such infrastructures, and seek agreements with funding bodies.
Eligibility criteria for participating facilities will be defined, an
independent evaluation panel will be established, and a call for
applications will be announced.
“Euro-BioImaging will support research, training and
innovation in biological and biomedical imaging on a panEuropean level, by providing imaging services with an
overarching strategic plan,” says Jan Ellenberg from the
European Molecular Biology Laboratory (EMBL), scientific
coordinator for biological imaging.
Euro-BioImaging aims to bring together key research areas,
from basic biological imaging and molecular imaging to the
clinical and epidemiological level of medical imaging. The
project intends to address the current fragmentation of imaging
infrastructure in Europe, by creating a coordinated and
harmonised plan for its deployment throughout the continent.
It will provide scientists in Europe with open access to stateof-the-art imaging technologies and training, continuously
developing imaging technologies to offer cutting-edge services
to the scientific community.
“Given the broad range of imaging technologies coordinated
through Euro-BioImaging, the research infrastructure

Euro-BioImaging will also provide open access to state-of-the-art
biolmedical imaging techniques like the CT scan which generated this
image of a human torso.

will facilitate the translation from basic results to medical
applications,” says Stefan Schönberg from the University
Medical Centre Mannheim, Medical Faculty Mannheim,
scientific coordinator for biomedical imaging on behalf of the
European Institute for Biomedical Imaging Research (EIBIR).
As one of the project’s aims is to keep Europe at the forefront
of technological innovation in this area, commercial
opportunities are expected to arise. To make the most of them
when they do, Euro-BioImaging has already started to form an
industry board in which all leading vendors and producers of
biomedical imaging equipment in Europe are represented.

For more information please visit: www.eurobioimaging.eu.
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About Euro-BioImaging
Euro-BioImaging is one of 10 Biological and Medical Sciences Projects included in the roadmap of the European Strategy Forum on
Research Infrastructures (ESFRI). It is scientifically coordinated by the European Molecular Biology Laboratory, EMBL (Biological
Imaging) and the European Institute for Biomedical Imaging Research, EIBIR (Medical Imaging).
The Euro-BioImaging Preparatory Phase consortium comprises 39 core partners and more than 180 associate partner institutions from
23 countries. The broad interest in this research infrastructure even before the official project start clearly indicates the pan-European
support for the vision of Euro-BioImaging. http://www.eurobioimaging.eu

About EMBL
The European Molecular Biology Laboratory is a basic research institute funded by public research monies from 20 member states
(Austria, Belgium, Croatia, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Iceland, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands,
Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and the United Kingdom) and associate member state Australia. Research at EMBL is
conducted by approximately 85 independent groups covering the spectrum of molecular biology. The Laboratory has five units: the main
Laboratory in Heidelberg, and Outstations in Hinxton (the European Bioinformatics Institute), Grenoble, Hamburg, and Monterotondo
near Rome. The cornerstones of EMBL’s mission are: to perform basic research in molecular biology; to train scientists, students and
visitors at all levels; to offer vital services to scientists in the member states; to develop new instruments and methods in the life sciences
and to actively engage in technology transfer activities. Around 190 students are enrolled in EMBL’s International PhD programme.
Additionally, the Laboratory offers a platform for dialogue with the general public through various science communication activities
such as lecture series, visitor programmes and the dissemination of scientific achievements.
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