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SME Access Pilot
Feasibility Check Confirmation

To the prospective service provider:
The EVOLVE project (Grant Agreement: 101130986) aims to strengthen Euro-BioImaging’s operation, administration, capacities for strategic partnering and capacity to facilitate innovation and excellent science. Through the project, we are seeking to further facilitate the access of companies, in particular start-ups and small-and-medium-enterprises (SMEs) to cutting-edge imaging instruments, technical experts and image data services.
We are now launching an SME access pilot to demonstrate relevance of imaging and image data technologies, methods and tools via Euro-BioImaging for industrial research and encourage new private sector users to access our biological and biomedical imaging services.
Applicant companies classified as micro-, small- or medium-sized according to the definitions by the European Commission[footnoteRef:1] can apply for up to EUR 4.000,- to access any one of the Euro-BioImaging facilities (with the exception of those facilities located in Hungary[footnoteRef:2]). [1:  https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/smes/sme-fundamentals/sme-definition_en ]  [2:  Pursuant to Council Implementing Decision (EU) 2022/2506, adopted under Regulation (EU, Euratom) 2020/2092, certain Hungarian institutions are currently ineligible to receive funding from the European Union. Consequently, EVOLVE project funds cannot be used to pay research costs or facility access fees at affected institutions.] 

The funding available for this call will cover facility access costs for the purpose of assessing the readiness of the service, carrying out pilot experiments or small-scale project,  collecting imaging data for research, fundraising or marketing purposes or to access image data services.
Co-funding of projects with company resources is possible in cases where the estimated costs for the pilot project exceed EUR 4.000,- or a company wishes to extend their access beyond the duration of the pilot (follow-up project or commercial user access). It is the responsibility of the facility to inform the applicant of any potential difference in pricing for costs not covered by EVOLVE. 
As part of the application process, companies will be asked to contact the facility and/or meetings will be set up with support of Euro-BioImaging access managers to discuss the proposed project to assess the technical and operational feasibility of the proposed project and your capacity to host the applicant at your facility.
After a successful match with a service provider, we kindly ask the facility to confirm service feasibility through the form below and email it to innovate@eurobioimaging.eu. 
Timeline reminder: When filling out this form, please remember that the deadline for SME Access Pilot applications is Friday, 13 November 2026 at 5pm CET.
Thank you very much for your cooperation. We look forward to hearing from you.
Service provider details
1. Name of the Euro-BioImaging Node:
2. Name of the facility providing the service: 
3. Name of the contact person at the facility: 
4. Email of the contact person at the facility: 
5. Role at the facility: 
Applicant information
1. What is the name of the company that would like to access your service?
2. Name of the company representative you have been in contact with:
3. Have you worked with this company before? 
☐  YES		☐  NO
Feasibility
1. Are the requested service(s) technically feasible for you as the service provider? 
☐  YES		☐  NO
When answering this question, please consider:
· Is there a sufficiently detailed description of the proposed work available?
· Is the imaging modality suitable for the proposed experimental work?
· Is the project mature enough that it can start right away?
· Are appropriate resources for the technical implementation of the projects available at your site?
· Can the planned experiments be completed during the indicated timeframe of the visit[footnoteRef:3]? [3:  Project must be completed no later than 30 June 2027.] 


2. Can the proposed project be supported from an operational point of view? 
☐  YES		☐  NO
When answering this question, please consider:
· Can you put in place the required contractual framework (service agreement, NDA, data transfer agreement, … as needed) within the timeframe?
· Are relevant regulatory or ethical permissions for this project in place or can be put in place for this project within the timeframe?
· Do you have available staff to help the applicant as needed?
3. Are there any concerns or restrictions regarding the requested service? If yes, please provide details:
Budget
Please provide a price estimation for the proposed project, including a breakdown of access costs and services required by the applicant, as well as the cost of any reagents and consumables you will be purchasing on their behalf. 
1. Estimated access costs incurred at and billed by the facility (e.g. instrument access per hour/day; staff time; access costs per sample/animal/measurement etc.)
EUR _____________________
2. Additional costs necessary for implementation of the project (e.g. externally purchased reagents and consumables not covered by the access costs above – please note that travel and accommodation costs for the user are not eligible.)
EUR _____________________
Total estimated costs (1 + 2) :	EUR _____________________
Please note that access costs will be reimbursed according to standard procedures for industry access at your facility/Node. Pre-competitive projects (up until Technology Readiness Level (TRL) 6, TRL7 only for non-commercial prototypes) can be charged at subsidized rates, if institutional policy permits. Commercial projects (TRL7 and above, or data generation for the sole purpose of fundraising or marketing) are subject to State Aid rules and access needs to be budgeted at full cost. EVOLVE cannot cover any mark-up or profit on industry services.
Only for estimated costs above EUR 4.000,- :
☐	I have informed the applicant that costs above EUR 4.000,- must be covered by the applicant’s own funds and that different pricing might apply to activities outside the EVOLVE pilot funding.
Signature
Date, city


Name of signatory
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